Finnish Multilingual Keyboard Layout
 
The new Finnish Multilingual keyboard extends the capabilities of the current Finnish standard keyboard. No new keyboard hardware is required. The new characters are created using diacritical marks and the AltGr key. 
 
The layout is based on a proposal by the Keyboard Working Group reporting to the Finnish national Steering Group on Cultural Diversity Issues, Kotoistus. It is intended for easy typing of various languages  including Finnish, Swedish, Northern Sámi, Inari Sámi, Skolt Sámi, Southern Sámi, Lule Sámi, Danish, Norwegian, and Romany as spoken in Finland.. We are also trying to accommodate easy entry of names in other languages with Latin characters. The most important additions for Finnish are š and ž, as well as en dash “–“.
 
There are already five diacritical marks on the current keyboard:
 
	acute accent 
	́
	é ś
	honvéd, jaspé-lanka

	grave accent
	̀
	à
	à la carte

	circumflex accent
	̂
	ô
	sämikielâ

	diaeresis
	̈
	ë ü
	näppäimistö, München

	tilde
	̃
	ñ õ
	Mõis


 
When typing only one of these characters nothing happens. Then you type an appropriate letter (lower or upper case), and you get the combination of the letter and the diacritical mark. Example:
 
   diaeresis (¨) followed by lower case letter u gives you letter ü (as in München)
 
Not all combinations of diacritical marks and letters are valid, since many of them aren’t used in any language. The current keyboard layout supports the most common combinations (e.g. used in French, German, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish), but the new layout supports all combinations that are used in most other European languages (e.g. Czech, Polish, Welsh) as well.
 
In addition to the five common diacritics, twelve new diacritical marks are introduced. Most of these are located close to the others on the right side of the keyboard. With these you can type the letters needed for languages like Czech, Hungarian, and Latvian. Note that the letters š and ž are needed for fully correct writing of some Finnish words. The key for stroke is placed on the left side of the keyboard and lets you overstrike a letter with a horizontal or slanted bar or stroke. The following diacritical marks are new:
 
	breve
	̆
	ĭ ğ

	caron
	̌
	ȟ š

	ring above      
	̊
	å ů

	double acute accent
	̋
	ő ű

	dot above
	̇
	ḟ ż

	cedilla
	̧
	ç ģ

	ogonek 
	̨
	ǫ ę

	macron 
	̄
	ī ō

	hook above
	̉
	ủ ỷ

	horn
	̛
	ơ ư

	dot below
	̣
	ẹ ọ

	stroke
	
	đ ǥ ħ ł ø ŧ


 
Using AltGr as an additional shift key lets you enter some important symbols. The current keyboard is labelled with ten or more of these additional characters. The new keyboard extends this with many more characters. Not only symbols are available, but also some special letters that can’t be combined with the use of diacritical marks (e.g. the German letter ß). Letters that exists in both lower and upper case is placed together with the upper case variant in shifted position. The key Caps Lock can also be used to type the upper case letter as for the common Finnish letters.
 
The complete list of letters and symbols can be found in table below. With the extended diacritical marks, special characters and symbols the character repertoire has an extensive support for writing both European official and minority languages (e.g. Sámi) with Latin script. The support for other languages (e.g. Vietnamese) is enhanced, but not complete.
 
There are four possible characters per key (1 – use no shift keys, 2 – with only Shift, 3 – with only AltGr, 4 – with both AltGr and Shift). The keys are listed from left to right, starting with the digit row on the keyboard. The characters in columns 1 and 2 exist on the current keyboard. Some of the characters in column 3 exist also in the current keyboard.
 
	1
	2 
	3 
	4 

	No-Shift
	Shift
	AltGr
	AltGr+Shift

	§
	½
	stroke
	 

	1
	!
	 
	¡

	2
	"
	@
	”

	3
	#
	£
	»

	4
	¤
	$
	«

	5
	%
	‰
	“

	6
	&
	‚
	„

	7
	/
	{
	 

	8
	(
	[
	 

	9
	)
	]
	 

	0
	=
	}
	°

	+
	?
	\
	¿

	acute
	grave
	cedilla
	ogonek

	q
	Q
	 
	 

	w
	W
	 
	 

	e
	E
	€
	 

	r
	R
	 
	 

	t
	T
	þ
	Þ

	y
	Y
	 
	 

	u
	U
	 
	 

	i
	I
	ı
	 

	o
	O
	œ
	Œ

	p
	P
	horn
	hook above

	å
	Å
	double acute
	ring above

	diaeresis
	circumflex
	tilde
	macron

	a
	A
	ə
	Ə

	s
	S
	ß
	 

	d
	D
	ð
	Ð

	f
	F
	 
	 

	g
	G
	 
	 

	h
	H
	 
	 

	j
	J
	 
	 

	k
	K
	ĸ
	 

	l
	L
	stroke
	 

	ö
	Ö
	ø
	Ø

	ä
	Ä
	æ
	Æ

	'
	*
	caron
	breve

	< 
	> 
	|
	 

	z
	Z
	ʒ
	Ʒ

	x
	X
	×
	·

	c
	C
	 
	 

	v
	V
	 
	 

	b
	B
	 
	 

	n
	N
	ŋ
	Ŋ

	m
	M
	μ
	—

	,
	;
	’
	‘

	.
	:
	dot below
	dot above

	-
	_
	–
	dot above

	space
	space
	no-break space
	 





